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and Barnes, Introduction to Sociology, p. 281). In so far as climate
conditions the configuration of culture, the United States alone has,
according to Dr. Huntington, five different cultures. They could
not certainly be less if a larger unit like the East or the West is
taken into consideration. Eastern and Western civilizations are not,
therefore, correlated each with a particular climate.

Physical environment cannot account for all the traits of a culture
pattern. As Dr. Huntington says: "On the intricate pattern thus
laid out by geographical environment, man himself imposes still
other irregularities, especially through the migration of people and
ideas, through natural selection, and through the rise of men of
genius with their inventions, reforms and other new ideas" (ibid.,
p. 281). Thus, according to Dr. Huntington, "physical environment
appears to have little to do with the fact that for many centuries
women wore trousers and men skirts in the interior of Turkey, while
in France the reverse was the case.... On the other hand, the fond-
ness of the South Chinese for rice and tea and of Englishmen for
beef and mutton is closely connected with the geographical environ-
ment9* (ibid., p. 194). In illustration of this thesis, he says that knife
and fork are correlated with the Englishmen's beef-eating and the
chop-stick with the Chinese rice-eating. "But the fact that the
English table is high and is surrounded by chairs, while the Chinese
table is so low that people can sit on the floor has no such obvious
geographical relationships, and may have none at all" (ibid., p. 195).
In passing, it is interesting to enquire if the Chinese eat pigs and
poultry or any other kind of meat, and whether eating pork and
chicken needed knife and fork even as the English eating of beef
did. It is also noteworthy that the fork was not co-eval with meat-
eating of the English, but is a comparatively recent invention. "A
motion picture/' says Professor R. H. Lowie, "quite correctly shows
Henty the Eighth of England tearing a chicken apart with his bare
hands. Until 1600 polite French society knew nothing of forks; in
fact, the middle classes did not take to them until the eighteenth
century* Thus, the Ona who siezes a lump of guanaco meat with
his hands and tears off morsels with his teeth is only two hundred
years behind the most advanced Caucasian nations. And these